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RE: Comments,, ,,to 10 Draft Alternatives, .~. ~.-

The pu~se 6f this 16Rer i~to convey some of the prelimina~ ~n~ms and commen~
of the Cali~rnia Stfipe~Bass ~s~iatio~ W~h iegpe~toth~ ! 0 Draft A~ematives~ The
CSBA is dedi~ted tothe’p  e aii    ’ nS e  ti0  anfleh: a =ment of theS ped

anadromous fish. .This g~! should be fo~allyad0pt~ befo~ .the 10 D~ Alternatives
are reduced to 3 or 5Alternatives in the ne~p~ of th~g~m:~: it should also be
noted that the C~li~ia~Fi~h~and Game commi~~ion has-~6p(ed a’p01iCY p~moting

million fish. XheadUlt po~l~tiS"~ has d~i~ed ~om an ~imat~ 3 milli6~fifish in 1960 to
fewer than 400,000i~ 1995.        " ......... ~ ~ ...... : .... ’~"~;~ "

There are seve~)Ce~ereh~ in ~e 10 ~tema~ves in ~i~.~~i~f5~ reader
;.~re~gnizes dis~minati0~ b~.~n Delta "native" and "ana~6~s’,.flsh,~."~e la~er
" ~apparently refe~n~"to the"~t~d ba~s. Them is absolutel~ ~basi~’ ~ this
"discdmin=ion, ~ientifiC~0P~t~e~~nd the stdp~ bass m~ ~"given .~ual

Seve~! of the Alternatives include the F~shed~ Management "A~iw~ Of ~ndu~mg

"supplan~ as "IL. To"~ke the pla~’Sk sepe~de, ~ially though fo~, s~eming,
or treache~. 2. To remove or upr~t in O~er to repla~ with something else." We
~st ~at ~is ~S simply an ~qe~ight by the d~e~ and that the intend~ action is to
su~olement natural proda~ion~~. Our ~her ~n~m is ~hthe ~p of 100,000 fish
stated in the~ ~tematives: This figure is who!ly inadequate to respond to the losses
~us~ by pumping ent~inment and redu~d water quali~ due to water dive.ions.
Fu~he~or~ the~ is no indi~on in.the Wo~shop 6 Info~a~on Packet, or other
program materials, as to the sou~ ofth~ 100,000 fish limit, or mfemn~ to any studies
upon ~i~ this limit may have been ba~d. The info~ation available ~m Fish and
Game suggests that this number of hatche~-~ised fish would have no viable impa~ in
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increasing the number of adult fish. An exPlanation of this Activity is necessary as is
correction of the Activity description.

While references to the new real-time fish monitoring program and adaptive
management are encouraging, there is no clear policy or procedure identified for the
implementation of pumping restrictions, in those Alternatives incorporating this
approach. These policies must be established in order to effectively reduce entrainment
losses during those pedods cdtical to the stdped bass offspring.

In general, we support demand management and habitat restoration. We particularly
support shallow tidal habitat restoration benefiting the Delta smelt. However, these
activities, without extensive screening of diversions and pumping management, do not
go far enough.

Opposition has been raised to the proposal to retire marginally productive agricultural
property, set forth in several of the Alternatives. We note that much of this land would
not even be considered "marginally’ productive if the true cost of water were considered.

Finally, several of the Alternatives will be prohibitively expensive and politically
unpopular as apparent efforts to revive the Peripheral Canal. These proposals fail to
even address the major objectives of the Bay-Delta Program of providing ecosystem
quality, water supply reliability, water quality (for all users), and reduced system
vulnerability.

I would appreciate a staff response to the questions raised as to the pen-raising
program.

Sincerely,

Ralph Draudson
President
California Striped Bass Association

cc: Pietro Parravano
Richard Izmirian
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